
How To Verify if Your Listed DBE Firms Are Certified 

To be certified as a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) and receive credit for DBE participation on 

a DOT-assisted (federally funded) contract in California, a firm must be certified through the California 

Unified Certification Program (CUCP). 

1. To confirm if a firm is DBE certified through the CUCP, visit the DBE Search page on the Department 

of Transportation Website at https://dot.ca.gov/programs/civil-rights/dbe-search 

 

 

2.  Click the “Access the DBE Query Form” link: 

 

3. Click the “Start DBE Firms Query” link which will take you to the DBE search page. 

 

4. The best way to confirm if a firm is DBE certified is to run a search utilizing their DBE Certification 

Number by entering it in the “Firm ID” box and clicking enter or “Search – PDF Results”.  Please 



note, this certification number is specific to their DBE certification and other Small Business or 

Minority Busines certification numbers will not work. 

 

 

5. If they are DBE certified their DBE Certification record will be shown in the results, inclusive of the 

NAICS and WCC that they are certified to perform work in:  



 

6. If you do not have their DBE certification number, you may also search by the DBA name or Firm 

Name by following the process above and entering the “DBA Name” or “Firm Name” instead of 

“Firm ID”.  Please note, that these searches by name are not as reliable. The DBA Name or Firm 

Name searched must match “exactly” to the DBA name or Firm name on their DBE certification.  

Often the names DBE firms include on their DBE certification differ from the firm name they use on 

a normal basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7. If searching by DBE Name or Firm Name, it is recommended to start by using just one key word in 

the firms name (e.g. if the firms goes by Jones Industrial Aluminum Coating, try starting your search 

with the name Jones or Aluminum Coating).  This will provide search results for any DBE with the 

word in their name.  The search results will appear in alphabetical order by firm name and may 

contain multiple DBEs, but will provide a greater probability of identifying a firm that is actually DBE 

certified. 


